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That Man is You! 

A Light to the Nations 

When God offers his people a 
covenant, he presents it as the 

choice of two paths. 

That Man is You! 

A Light to the Nations 

The Choice of Two Paths 
“I have set before you this day life 
and good, death and evil.  If you 
obey the commandments of the Lord 
your God … by loving the Lord your 
God … you shall live and multiply, 
and the Lord your God will bless 
you … But if your heart turns away 
… I declare to you this day, that you 
shall perish.” 
  Deuteronomy 30:15-18 

That Man is You! 

A Light to the Nations 

Such is still true today. 

An example from our modern 
world. 
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A Light to the Nations 
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President Chester A. Arthur 
•  1829: Born in Fairfield, Vermont. 
•  1848/51: Degrees Union College. 
•  1854: Practices law in New York. 
•  1859: Marries Ellen Lewis Herndon. 
•  1861-1865: Serves during Civil War. 
•  1871-1878: Collector Port of NY. 
•  1880: Ellen Dies, becomes Vice-

president under Garfield. 
•  1881: Becomes 21st President of US. 
•  1885: Leaves office, dies shortly after. 
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A Light to the Nations 

Louis Martin 
•  1823: Born August 22nd in Bordeaux. 
•  1845: Attempts to enter monastery. 
•  1846ff: Earns living as a watchmaker. 
•  1858: Married on July 13th. 
•  1860-1873: Nine children; five 

survive into adulthood. 
•  1877: Wife Zelie dies. 
•  1882-1889: All five surviving 

daughters enter convent. 
•  1894: Dies on July 29th. 
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A Light to the Nations 

The Life of Husband and Father 
•  Louis and Zelie Martin were beatified 

as a couple (2nd time in Church 
history) on October 19, 2008. 

•  All five surviving daughters enter 
religious life (4 Carmelites, 1 
Vistandine). 

•  St. Therese is the “greatest modern 
saint” (Pope St. Pius X). 

•  St. Therese is the latest of the 33 
doctors of the Church. 

•  Her “doctrine” is that of spiritual 
childhood. 
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A Light to the Nations 

Childlike Trust in a Father 
“I cannot say how much I loved Papa; 
everything in him caused me to 
admire him.  When he explained his 
ideas to me … I told him very simply 
that surely if he said this to the great 
men of the government, they would 
take him to make him King … but in 
the bottom of my heart I was happy 
that it was only myself who knew 
Papa well, for if he became King of 
France … he would no longer be my 
King alone.” 

That Man is You! 

A Light to the Nations 
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A Divine Promise 
“Blessed is the man who fears the 
Lord, who greatly delights in his 
commandments!  His descendants 
will be mighty in the land; the 
generation of the upright will be 
blessed … For the righteous will 
never be moved; he will be 
remembered forever.” 
  Psalm 112:1-6 

That Man is You! 

A Light to the Nations 

Louis Martin was unknown in his 
own day. 

Louis Martin fulfilled authentic 
male leadership. 

Yet, his praises are sung 
throughout the world 100 years 

later. 

That Man is You! 
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Foundation for Future 

Fulfilling Male Leadership 

Personal Responsibility 

Clarity of Thought 
Integrity of Action 

Pay the Price 

Moral 

Military 

Economic 
Political 

Christian 

Leadership Trait Leadership Role 
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The Need for Personal Responsibility 
“Eve took of its fruit and ate; and she 
also gave some to her husband, and he 
ate … And when they heard the voice 
of the Lord God walking in paradise at 
the afternoon air, Adam and his wife 
hid themselves from the face of the 
Lord God amidst the trees of paradise.  
But the Lord God called to the man, 
and said to him, ‘Where are you?’” 
   Genesis 3:7-8 

That Man is You! 
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Clarity of Thought 

•  God is found in communion. 
•  “Where two or three are 

gathered in my name, there 
am I in the mids t of 
them” (Matthew 18:20). 

•  “Whoever receives one such 
child in my name receives 
me” (Matthew 18:5). 

That Man is You! 

A Light to the Nations 

Integrity of Action 
•  We must gain possession of 

ourselves if we are to give 
ourselves away. 

•  We must found our marriages and 
homes on the Rock of Christ if 
they are to withstand the storms 
of time. 

•  We must bind our children to 
Christ so that it is Christ who 
lives in them. 

That Man is You! 

A Light to the Nations 

A Foundation for the Future 
“Unless the Lord builds the house, those 
who build it labor in vain … It is in vain 
that  you rise up early and go late to rest 
… for he gives to his beloved sleep.  Lo, 
sons are a heritage from the Lord, the 
fruit of the womb a reward.  Like arrows 
in the hand of a warrior are the sons of 
one’s youth.  Happy is the man who has 
his quiver full of them!  He shall not be 
put to shame.” 
   Psalm 127:1-5 
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To Pay the Price 
“Husbands, love your wives, as Christ 
loved the church and gave himself up 
for her, that he might sanctify her, 
having cleansed her by the washing of 
water with the word, that he might 
present the church to himself in 
splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any 
such thing, that she might be holy and 
without blemish.  Even so husbands 
should love their wives.” 
   Ephesians 5:25-28 

That Man is You! 

A Light to the Nations 
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Louis Martin fulfilled all four 
leadership roles. 

He did so by embodying the five 
personal characteristics of an 

authentic leader. 

That Man is You! 

A Light to the Nations 

Personal Responsibility 
“He purchased outside the town a 
small property called the Pavilion, 
with a hexagonal tower at the corner 
of a garden, where he used to retire 
to read quietly and to pray, having 
kept his taste for the life of the 
cloister.  He himself had inscribed on 
the inside walls sentences such as: 
‘God sees me,’ ‘Eternity is drawing 
near.’” 

That Man is You! 

A Light to the Nations 

Clarity of Thought 
•  “I looked more frequently at Papa than 

the preacher …  His eyes, at times, 
were filled with tears … he seemed no 
longer held by earth, so much did his 
soul love to lose itself in the eternal 
truths.” 

•  “When he was leaving and we were 
saying goodbye, he lifted his eyes to 
heaven and remained that way a long 
time and had only one word with 
which to express his thoughts: ‘In 
heaven!’” 

That Man is You! 

A Light to the Nations 

Integrity of Action 
“Never had [my dear king] looked so 
handsome, so dignified.  Everybody 
admired him.  This was really his day 
of triumph and it was to be his last 
celebration on this earth.  He had now 
given all his children to God, for 
Celine, too, had confided her vocation 
to him.  He had wept tears of joy, and 
had gone with her to thank Him who 
‘bestowed such honor on him by taking 
all his children.’” 

That Man is You! 

A Light to the Nations 



6 

Foundation for the Future 
•  Originally lived as “brother and 

sister” with Zelie after their marriage. 
•  “This is the first time that I have come 

here for a Baptismal Ceremony, but it 
will not be the last.” 

•  Sold jewelry business to help Zelie 
with lace business. 

•  “At our home education had piety as 
its chief lever.  There was a complete 
liturgy of household life.” 
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Pay the Price 
•  “I saw a man dressed exactly like Papa 

… only he was much more stooped.  
His head was covered with a sort of 
apron … [that] it hid his face.” 

•  “I am too happy, it isn’t possible to go 
to heaven this way.  I want to suffer 
something for you!  I offer myself … 
the word victim died on his lips.” 

•  “Papa’s three years of martyrdom 
appear to me as the most lovable, the 
most fruitful of his life.” 
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The Church is setting Louis Martin 
before our eyes in a particularly 

strong way. 

Our goal is to enter more deeply 
into this model. 

He is a model for husbands and 
fathers of our day. 

That Man is You! 

A Light to the Nations 

Questions 
1. In what ways are you like Chester A. Arthur, 

seeking to make a name for yourself in this world? 
2. How can you become more like Louis Martin, 

finding your path specifically as a husband and 
father? 

Next Week 
The Mystery of the Home 
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