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That Man is You! 

A Light to the Nations 

St. Joseph. 

Last week we saw how Louis 
Martin fulfilled authentic male 

leadership in the home. 

He was following the lead of the 
another great leader in the home. 

That Man is You! 

A Light to the Nations 

A Divine Promise 
“Blessed is the man who fears the 
Lord, who greatly delights in his 
commandments!  His descendants 
will be mighty in the land; the 
generation of the upright will be 
blessed … For the righteous will 
never be moved; he will be 
remembered forever.” 
  Psalm 112:1-6 
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The Image of St. Joseph 
“Joseph, being a just man and unwilling 
to [expose her to the law], resolved to 
send her away quietly.  But as he 
considered this, behold, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream, 
saying, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not 
fear to take Mary your wife, for that 
which is conceived in her is of the Holy 
Spirit’ … When Joseph woke from 
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him.” 
   Matthew 1:18-25 
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The Leadership of St. Joseph 
• St. Joseph is righteous in the eyes of 

God. 
• He is unknown in the eyes of the world. 
• The only record of him is contained in 

the Gospels as it relates to his 
relationship to Christ and Our Lady. 

• He doesn’t speak one word. 
• Two thousand years later the entire 

world knows his name and looks to him 
for inspiration. 

• He is the 2nd greatest saint in heaven. 
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A Light to the Nations 

Indeed, the message of Christ 
includes a very specific revelation 

of the family. 

St. Joseph and the Holy Family 
are the model for every man and 

every family. 
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The Teaching of Christ 
“Have you not read that he who made 
them from the beginning made them 
male and female, and said, ‘For this 
reason a man shall leave his father 
and mother and be joined to his wife, 
and the two shall become one?’  So 
they are no longer two but one.  What 
therefore God has joined together, let 
no man put asunder.” 
   Matthew 19:3-9 
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The Model of Christian Marriage 

1.  One man and one woman. 

2.  Exclusive, permanent union. 

3.  Open to life. 
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The Union of One Man and One Woman 
•  Polygamy: Survey of 1231 cultures 

reveals only 15% are exclusively 
monogamous. 

•  Example: “King Solomon loved many 
foreign women … He had seven 
hundred wives, princesses, and three 
hundred concubines.  When Solomon 
was old his wives turned away his heart 
after other gods” (1 Kings 11:1-4). 

•  Same sex unions: Move in post-
Christian Europe and North American 
to sanction “same sex marriage.” 

•  Example: See “The Male Couple” 
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Exclusive, Permanent Union 
•  Exclusive: Male sexual infidelity 

tolerated in most cultures. 
•  Issue: Premarital and extramarital sex 

significantly increases the likelihood of 
divorce. 

•  Divorce: Accepted or tolerated in most 
cultures and Protestant denominations. 

•  Issue: Increases physical and emotional 
health issues, increases chance of 
physical abuse for women, reduces 
wealth, major issues for children. 
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Open to Life 
•  Contraception: Readily accepted by 

m o s t c u l t u r e s a n d C h r i s t i a n 
denominations. 

•  Issue: Significantly increases the 
l i k e l i h o o d o f d i v o r c e ; b e l o w 
replacement fertility rate tied to the 
collapse of a culture. 

•  Abortion: Constant temptation of non-
Christian cultures. 

•  Issue: Between 1/5th and 2/3rd of 
children conceived in European and 
North American countries are aborted. 
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The Question of the Apostles 
“The disciples said to Jesus, ‘If such 
is the case of a man with his wife, it is 
not expedient to marry.’  But Jesus 
said to them, ‘Not all men can receive 
this precept, but only those to whom 
it is given … for the sake of the 
kingdom.  He who is able to receive 
this. Let him receive it.” 

  Matthew 19:10-12 
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The Jewish model of the family. 

The disciples actually ask a 
reasonable question. 

Without God, it is impossible to 
live the Christian model of 

marriage. 

With God all things are possible. 

That Man is You! 

A Light to the Nations 

The Foundation of Israel 
•  “And let them make me a 

sanctuary, that I may dwell in their 
midst” (Exodus 25:9). 

•  “You shall be to me a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation” (Exodus 
19:6). 

•  God’s promises found concrete 
expression in the Temple in 
Jerusalem and the Jewish home. 
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The Tabernacle of Moses 
•  “Let them make me a sanctuary, that I 

may dwell in their midst” (Exodus 
25:9). 

•  “I will consecrate the tent of meeting 
and the altar; Aaron also and his sons 
I will consecrate, to serve me as 
priests.  And I will dwell among the 
people of Israel, and will be their 
God” (Exodus 29:44-45). 
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The Importance of the Paschal Lamb 
•  “They shall take every man a lamb 

according to their fathers’ houses … the 
whole assembly of the congregation of 
Israel shall kill their lambs in the 
evening” (Exodus 12:2-6). 

•  “The Israelite killed [the lamb], and the 
priest caught [the blood]; he handed it to 
his colleague and his colleague [passed it 
on] to his colleague … The priest nearest 
the altar sprinkled it once over against the 
base [of the altar]” (Babylonian Talmud). 

•  Husband and wife served the Paschal 
Lamb in the Seder meal in the home. 
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The Home as a Temple 
•  “On Pesach, the Festival commemorating 

the founding of the homes of Yisrael, each 
home is transformed into a Temple, every 
table into an altar, all bread a sacrificial 
meal” (Commentary on the Haggadah). 

•  “We see, then, that every Jewish home is 
intended to be a dwelling place for the 
Divine Presence, a miniature Sanctuary.  
The life that husband and wife lead in the 
home is like the service performed by the 
priests at the Temple altar … God promised 
His nation: ‘And I shall dwell in their 
midst’ (Exodus 25:8)” (Eliyahu Kitov). 
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“The law has but a shadow of the 
good things to come instead of the 

true form of these realities.” 
Hebrews 10:1 

Jewish theology relating to the 
family is absolutely profound. 

It prepared the Church to receive 
the reality. 
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The Promise of Fulfillment 
•  “Think not that I have come to 

abolish the law and the prophets; I 
have come not to abolish them but 
to fulfill them” (Matthew 5:17). 

•  “You are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 
own people, that you may declare 
the wonderful deeds of him who 
called you out darkness into his 
marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9). 
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A Dwelling Place for God 
•  “Let them make me a sanctuary, that I 

may dwell in their midst” (Ex 25:9). 
•  “You are fellow citizens with the saints 

and members of the household of God, 
built upon the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being 
the cornerstone, in whom the whole 
structure is joined together and grows 
into a holy temple in the 
Lord” (Ephesians 2:19-22). 

•  “The family is, so to speak, the domestic 
church” (Lumen Gentium, #11). 
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The Lamb of God 
•  “[John the Baptist] said, ‘Behold, the 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 
the world!’” (John 1:29). 

•  “Do this in remembrance of me” (Luke 
22:19). 

•  “The Eucharist is the memorial of 
Christ’s Passover, the making present and 
the sacramental offering of his unique 
sacrifice … In the liturgical celebration 
of these events, they become in a certain 
way present and real.  This is how Israel 
understands its liberation from 
Egypt” (Catechism #1362-1363). 
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The Home as Ecclesia Domestica 
•  “The family is, so to speak, the domestic 

church” (Lumen Gentium, #11). 
•  “[The faithful] should give thanks to God; by 

offering the Immaculate Victim, not only 
through the hands of the priest, but also with 
him, they should learn also to offer 
themselves” (Sacrosanctum Concilium, #48). 

•  “Where two or three are gathered in my 
name, there am I in the midst of 
them” (Matthew 18:20). 

•  “Of this salvation event marriage, like every 
sacrament, is a memorial, actuation and 
prophecy” (Pope John Paul II, FC #13). 
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God’s Present in our Midst 
•  “Though they differ from one another in 

essence and not only in degree, the 
common priesthood of the faithful and 
the ministerial or hierarchical 
priesthood are nonetheless interrelated: 
each of them in its own special way is a 
participation in the one priesthood of 
Christ” (Lumen Gentium, #10). 

•  The ministerial priesthood and the royal 
priesthood of the Christian faithful both 
offer Christ as the Paschal Lamb – but 
in a manner proper to itself. 
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Questions 
1. How do you find God’s presence in your home? 
2. How do you unite your personal sacrifice to 

Christ’s sacrifice made present in the Eucharist? 

Next Week 
A Holy Home 
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