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That Man is You! 

A Light to the Nations 

Israel truly believed that God 
dwelt in their midst. 

He dwelt within Israel as a nation 
and within every Jewish home. 

The closeness of God to Israel 
brought with it an obligation. 
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The Presence of God 
•  “What great nation is there that 

has a god so near to it as the 
Lord our God is to 
us” (Deuteronomy 4:7)? 

•  “Say to all the congregation of 
the people of Israel, ‘You shall 
be holy, for I the Lord your 
God am holy’” (Leviticus 
19:2). 
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The Holiness of Israel 

  H o l y (ָקךןׁׁש )  
qadosh 

 Consecrated (ָקךֵׁש)  
qadash 

 To be set aside (קׁךֶׁש) 
 qodesh - 
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The Torah and Holiness 
•  The Torah contained 613 laws: 248 

positive commandments and 365 
negative commandments. 

•  The Torah regulated every aspect of 
Jewish life. 

•  The Torah made Jews holy according 
to: 

  Person 
  Place 
  Time 
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Holiness of Nation of Israel 
•  Holiness of Person: A code of conduct, 

especially the Ten Commandments. 
•  Holiness of Place: “I will give to you, 

and to your descendents after you, the 
land of your sojournings … for an 
everlasting possession” (Genesis 17:8). 

•  Holiness of Time: Every increment of 
time was given back to God (morning/
evening sacrifice, Sabbath, festivals, 
Jubilee). 
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The Jewish home was also to be 
holy according to person, place and 

time. 

The Torah also addressed holiness 
within the home. 
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Holiness of Person in the Home 
•  Code of Conduct (especially the Ten 

Commandments). 
•  2nd Tablet of the Law dealt with 

interactions between individuals. 
•  It began by defining the responsibility 

in familial relationships. 
  Honor your father and mother. 
  Do not kill. 
  Do not commit adultery. 
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Holiness of Place in the Home 
•  Mezuzah: “Hear, O Israel: the Lord 

our God is one Lord … you shall 
write them on the doorposts of your 
house” (Deuteronomy 6:4-9). 

•  Table: Kosher dietary laws. 
•  Spousal Bed: “You shall not 

commit adultery … You shall not 
c o v e t y o u r n e i g h b o r ’ s 
wife” (Exodus 20:14-17). 

That Man is You! 

A Light to the Nations 

Holiness of Time in the Home 
•  Morning/Evening Prayer: “Hear, O 

Israel: The Lord our God is one 
Lord; and you shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your 
might … you shall bind them as a 
sign upon your hand, and they shall 
be as frontlets between your 
ey e s” ( Deu t e ronom y 6 :4 -8 ) . 
(Tefillin). 

•  Sabbath initiated in the home. 
•  Stage of life celebrations. 
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Nonetheless, they made an 
important mistake. 

Israel understood a profound 
mystical reality. 

God dwelt in the Jewish home. 
Therefore, the family was called to 

be holy based upon the spousal 
bed, the dinner table and the use of 

time. 
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Ritual Purity in the Home 
“They are out there, acting in their 
homes as if they were priests in the 
Temple.  If they keep the laws of the 
priests in the Temple while eating 
their everyday meals at home, then 
they are acting at home as though 
they were priests, engaged in the 
meals of the Temple … They lived ‘as 
if’ they were priests, ‘as if’ they had 
to obey at home the laws that applied 
to the Temple.” 
   Jacob Neusner 
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A Point of Contention 
•  “Then the Pharisees and scribes came 

to Jesus from Jerusalem and said, 
‘Why do your disciples transgress the 
tradition of the elders?  For they do 
not wash their hands when they 
eat’” (Matthew 15:1-2). 

•  “When [the priests] go into the tent of 
meeting, or when they come near the 
altar to minister, to burn an offering 
by fire to the Lord, they shall wash 
with water, lest they die” (Exodus 
30:20). 
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The Response of Christ 
“He answered them, ‘And why do 
you transgress the commandment of 
God for the sake of your tradition?  
For God commanded, ‘Honor your 
father and mother’ … But you say, ‘If 
any one tells his father or his mother, 
What you would have gained from 
me is given to God, he need not honor 
his father.’  So for the sake of your 
tradition, you have made void the 
word of God.  You hypocrites!’” 
   Matthew 15:3-7 
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An important encounter. 

The issue is Rite versus Right. 

Christ did not disagree with the 
mystical insight of the Jews, but 
with the implementation of the 

mystery. 
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The Pathway to Holiness 
“A man ran up and knelt before him, and 
asked him, ‘Good Teacher, what must I do 
to inherit eternal life?’  And Jesus said to 
him … ‘You know the commandments: 
‘Do not kill, Do not commit adultery, Do 
not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not 
defraud, Honor your father and mother’ … 
If you would be perfect, go, sell what you 
possess and give to the poor … and come, 
follow me.’” 
 Mark 10:17-31; Matthew 19:16-30 
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It is particularly manifest in the 
home. 

God’s presence is to be found in 
the human person. 

It is profoundly related to the 
mystery of the Incarnation. 
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The Incarnation of the Word 
•  “I dwell in high and holy place, and 

also with him who is of a contrite 
and humble spirit” (Isaiah 57:15). 

•  “In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God … And the Word 
became flesh and dwelt among us, 
full of grace and truth; we have 
beheld his glory, glory as of the 
only Son from the Father” (John 
1:1-14). 
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The Body of Christ 
•  “By His incarnation the Son 

of God has united Himself in 
some fashion with every 
man” (Second Vatican 
Council, Gaudium et Spes, 
#22). 

•  “You are the body of 
Christ” (1 Corinthians 12:27). 
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Christ in the Poorest of the Poor 
•  “Truly, I say to you, as 

you did it to one of the 
least of my brethren, you 
did it to me” (Matthew 
25:40). 

•  “They are Jesus.  Each 
o n e i s J e s u s i n a 
d i s t r e s s i n g 
d i s g u i s e ” ( M o t h e r 
Teresa). 
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Christ in the Spousal Union 
•  “Where two or three are 

gathered in my name, there 
a m I i n t h e m i d s t o f 
them” (Matthew 18:20). 

•  “Shelly receive this ring as a 
sign of my love and fidelity.  
In the name of the Father, and 
of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.  Amen.” 
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Christ in the Little Ones of God 
“Whoever receives one such 
child in my name receives me 
… See that you do not despise 
one of these little ones; for I 
tell you that in heaven their 
angles always behold the face 
of my Father who is in 
heaven.” 
  Matthew 18:5-10 
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It will essentially relate to the 
holiness of the person. 

Christ is truly present in our 
homes. 

As such, they are called to be holy 
as a reflection of his holiness. 
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Questions 
1. What is your code of conduct that makes you 

identifiably holy? 
2. How do you make your time holy – each day and 

each week? 

Next Week 
Seven Simple Steps to 

Christ 
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