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That Man is You! 

A Light to the Nations 

Make it easy to be good and hard 
to be bad. 

We are considering our last step. 

That Man is You! 

A Light to the Nations 

The Jewish School at Nazareth 
1.  Honor your wedding 

vows. 
2.  Eat dinner together. 
3.  Give some of your time to 

God. 
4.  Set your mind on the 

things above. 
5.  Find God in yourself. 
6.  Find God in other persons. 
7.  Make it easy to be good 

and hard to be bad. 

Sanctity of Place 
(Spousal bed/
dinner table). 

Sanctity of 
Time. 

Sanctity of 
Person 
(Most 
important in 
Christian 
life). 
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The Path for Step Seven 

•  Don’t sin: Go to monthly 
confession. 

•  Encounter Creator: Practice the 
Preventive Method of Don 
Bosco with your children. 

•  Encounter Redeemer: Offer 
yourself in sacrifice for the 
purity of your spouse. 

“Turn away from sin and be 
faithful to the Gospel.” 

That Man is You! 

A Light to the Nations 
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He offers to you superabundant 
mercy. 

Last week we considered the 
Father “who is rich in 

mercy” (Ephesians 2:4). 

You are called to do likewise. 

That Man is You! 
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The “Image and Likeness” of God 
•  “Let us make man in our image, 

after our likeness” (Genesis 
1:26). 

•  “… forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass 
against us …” (Matthew 6:12). 

•  “Be merciful, even as your 
Father is merciful” (Luke 6:36). 
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We are called to be merciful as 
God is merciful. 

The Preventive Method of Don 
Bosco. 

Our merciful must be so 
superabundant that it actually 

helps prevent a soul from sinning. 
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Don Bosco 
 Born August 16, 1815. 
 Dream at age nine reveals his vocation. 
 Ordained a priest in Turin, Italy in 1841.  

Begins work at Oratory modeled on a father 
in a family on December 8th. 

 Almost dies in 1846. 
 Takes in his first boarder in 1847. 
 Founds the Salesians [of Don Bosco] in 

1859 to help with work.  It is now the 2nd 
largest religious order in the Church. 

 Sends missionaries to S. America in 1875. 
 Dies January 31, 1888. 
 Canonized April 1, 1934: “The supernatural 

and the miraculous became ordinary.” 

That Man is You! 
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Don Bosco – the Dream 
 In a field full of boys – some fighting and 

using bad language. 
 Don Bosco loses temper, runs in and 

begins “laying about with his fists.” 
 “A noble man” appears telling him that he 

must teach them through kindness to be 
good and avoid evil. 

 Don Bosco becomes angry at the difficulty 
of his mission and demands: “Who are you 
to tell me to do these difficult things?” 

 “The son of the woman your mother 
taught you to salute three times a day.  If 
you follow her these things will be easy.” 

 Our Lady appeared and transformed the 
rough boys into meek lambs. 
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The Preventive System of Parenting 

“The preventative system 
consists in making the laws 
known and then watching 
carefully so that the pupils may 
at all times be under the 
vigilant eye of the Rector, who 
like loving fathers can … place 
the pupils in the impossibility 
of committing faults.” 

That Man is You! 

A Light to the Nations 
First and essential step. Practical methodology. 

The Loving Father 
“This system is based entirely on 
reason and religion, and above on 
kindness; therefore it excludes all 
violent punishment, and tries to do 
without even the slightest chastisement 
… An educator should seek to win the 
love of his pupils if he wishes to inspire 
fear in them.  When he succeeds in 
doing this, the withholding of some 
token of kindness is a punishment 
which stimulates emulation, gives 
courage and never degrades.” 
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The Presence of the Father 
•  Don Bosco “was more like a father than 

a priest, or a teacher.” 
•  “His students … craved his physical 

presence, the personal relationship.” 
•  Paramount maxim: “For goodness sake, 

never leave the boy to themselves; keep 
an eye on them, always and 
everywhere.” 

•  Salesian suffering from heat exhaustion 
was reprimanded for leaving the boys 
unattended: “You can rest at another 
time.” 

•  Constant companionship with youth is 
the most demanding of Don Bosco’s 
maxims. 

That Man is You! 
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The Festive Oratory 
•  Don Bosco gathered boys on Sundays 

and Feast Days. 
•  Games, fun and food. 
•  “Let the boys have full liberty to jump, 

run and make as much noise as they 
please … ‘Do anything you like as long 
as you do not sin.’” 

•  Opportunity for Mass and Sacraments. 
•  Catechism classes – taught the glory of 

the Catholic faith. 
•  Expelled from several places because of 

the large number of boys, incredible 
noise and, at least in one case, the 
beauty of their catechism classes. 
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A Climate of Saints 
•  “He imbues his boys with such a 

spirit of piety that he almost 
inebriates them.  The very 
atmosphere which surrounds them, 
the air they breathe is impregnated 
with religion …[The boys] would 
have to move directly against the 
current to become bad.” 

•  “Sanctity was in the air you breathed.  
You did not notice its presence so 
much as its absence the moment you 
left.” 

That Man is You! 

A Light to the Nations 

The Impossibility of Sinning 
•  “The purpose of this oratory is to 

keep boys busy and away from bad 
companions, especially on Sundays 
and holy days.” 

•  “Let the greatest vigilance be 
exercised so as to prevent bad 
books, band companions or persons 
who indulge in improper 
conversations from entering the 
college.  A good door-keeper is a 
treasure for a house of education.” 

That Man is You! 
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The Road Leading to Hell 
“At intervals, many other lads came 
tumbling down [to hell] after them.  I 
saw one unlucky boy being pushed 
down the slope by an evil companion.  
Others fell singly or with others, arm in 
arm or side by side.  Each of them bore 
the name of his sin on his forehead …  
Again the portals would open 
thunderously and slam shut with a 
rumble.  Then, dead silence!  ‘Bad 
companions, bad books and bad habits,’ 
my guide exclaimed, ‘are mainly 
responsible for so many eternally lost.’” 

That Man is You! 
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The Reality of Bad Companions 
•  “Peer pressure” strongly influences 

sexual activity and substance abuse. 
•  Almost 80 percent of college students 

were introduced to alcohol by their 
friends. 

•  Almost 95 percent of college students 
were introduced to drugs by their 
friends. 

•  Drinking in college correlated to the 
number of offers a student receives to 
drink. 

•  Women college students are increasingly 
adopting risky drinking behaviors to “fit 
in” and attract men. 

That Man is You! 
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The Reality of Bad Books and Media 
•  By age 12, typical child has witnessed 

8000 murders and 100,000 acts of 
violence on TV. 

•  Amount of TV consumed at age 8 is 
correlated with criminal acts committed 
in adulthood. 

•  Sexual act or reference occurs every 4 
minutes during prime time; eight acts of 
sexual intercourse per R-rated movie. 

•  TV apart from family increases 
likelihood of teen sexual activity 3 to 6 
times. 

•  Television and movies are filled with 
expletives and references to drug use. 
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A Model for the Home 
“The special tenderness and commitment 
to young people that are characteristic of 
Don Bosco’s charism must be expressed 
in an equal commitment to the 
involvement and formation of families.  
Your youth ministry, therefore, must be 
decisively open to family ministry … I 
thus encourage you to deepen the forms 
of this commitment on which you have 
set out.” 
  Pope Benedict XVI 
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We are called to exercise a 
superabundant mercy that transforms 

our children. 

We are also called to exercise a 
superabundant mercy that 

transforms our spouse. 
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Mercy for the Beloved 
“Husbands, love our wives, as 
Christ loved the church and gave 
himself up for her, that he might 
sanctify her, having cleansed her 
by the washing of water with the 
word, that he might present the 
church to himself in splendor, 
without spot or wrinkle or any 
such thing.” 
  Ephesians 5:25-27 
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Questions 
1. How are you going to bring Don Bosco’s 

Preventive Method to your children? 
2. What sacrifice are you going to make for your 

spouse? 

Next Week 
“Come away with Me.” 

That Man is You! 
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