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A Light to the Nations 
Last year, we started the program with a story 

from my trading days.  I have another one for you 
this year.  It’s not as funny, but it is more 

perplexing.!

• Get engaged late in life: 38 years old.!
• Trading energy derivatives in Houston.!
• EVERY person in Houston/NYC said it was 

“IMPOSSIBLE to be happily married.”!
• “How long is it possible to remain happily 

married?”!
• Shortest answer: Less than a day.!
• Longest answer: One year.!
• Common denominator: “Newlywed sex.”!
• Marriage transitions to the “unwritten point 

system.”!

How long can you be happily married? 

How did we arrive at the situation where a happy 
marriage is considered an “impossibility” by a 

good number of people?!
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Year Enter into Marriage 

The Personal Experience of  Divorce 
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39.3 What if there were something more?!
What if we have been caught up into an epic 

battle where the enemy is smarter than we are 
and has been able to work largely unseen until his 

victory seems assured?!

A Vision Spanning Heaven and Earth 
“Pope Leo XIII was attending Mass [when] 
suddenly we saw him raise his head and stare 
at something above the celebrant’s head.  He 
was staring motionlessly, without batting an eye.  
His expression was one of horror and awe; the 
color and look on his face changing rapidly … 
Leo XIII truly saw in a vision demonic spirits who 
were congregating on the Eternal City (Rome).”!

! ! ! !Father Gabriele Amorth!
! ! ! !An Exorcist Tells his Story!

An Epic Struggle 
•  “The world is facing “the greatest historical 

confrontation humanity has gone through … the 
final confrontation between the Church and the anti-
Church, or the Gospel versus the ant i -
Gospel” (Karol Cardinal Wojtyla, 1976.)!

•  “The family is placed at the heart of the great 
struggle between good and evil, between life and 
death, between love and all that is opposed to 
love” (Pope John Paul II, Letter to Families, #23).!
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An Ideology of Evil 
•  “Ricoeur has called Freud, Marx, and Nietzsche ‘masters of suspicion’, 

having in mind the whole system each one represents” (Pope John Paul 
II, October 29, 1980).!

•  Nietzsche led to Hitler and World War II.!
•  Marx led to Stalin, Lenin and atheistic Communism.!
•  Freud is considered “the father” of modern western society.!
•  “It is legitimate and even necessary to ask whether [the socioeconomic 

system of the West] is not the work of another ideology of evil, more 
subtle and hidden, perhaps, intent upon exploiting human rights 
themselves against man and against the family” (Pope John Paul II, 
Memory and Identity, p. 11)!

As incredible and sensational as this whole idea 
seems, there is a precedent: the Book of Job.!

The Temptation of Job 
“The Lord said to Satan, ‘Have you 
considered my servant Job, that there is 
none like him on the earth, a blameless 
and upright man, who fears God and turns 
away from evil … Behold, he is in your 
power; only spare his life.’”!

! ! ! ! ! ! !Job 1:8 – 2:6!

The Pathway of Job 
•  The Beauty of Job: “There is none like him on the 

earth” (Job 1:8).!
•  The Descent of Job: “Job said, ‘Let the day perish 

wherein I was born” (Job 3:3).!
•  The Illumination of Job: “Then Job answered the 

Lord: ‘I know that thou canst do all things, and that 
no purpose of thine can be thwarted … Therefore I 
have uttered what I did not understand, things too 
wonderful for me, which I did not know … but now 
my eye sees thee” (Job 42:1-5).!

•  The Restoration of Job: “The Lord restored the 
fortunes of Job … and the Lord gave Job twice as 
much as he had before” (Job 42:10).!
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We have an incredible journey before us.  We 
must follow the Church’s passage through the four 

stages of Job.!

•  We must set forth the vision of man and the 
family such that “there is none like it on the 
earth.”!

•  We will engage the thought and research of 
some of the best minds in both the secular and 
religious spheres.!

•  We must confront the brutal truth about the 
horrors of the 20th Century and our own culture.!

•  We will encounter an ideology and some 
research that will be incredibly unsettling. !

A Light to the Nations 
A Journey for the Ages!

•  We must gain wisdom by allowing God to open 
for us the contemplative mystery of the family.!

•  We will travel from Calvary and the death of 
Christ through Europe of the Middle Ages to the 
United States of today.!

•  We must set forth the vision of the new 
springtime into which the Church is headed.!

•  We will put in place a practical means for 
making this vision a reality in our own homes.!

A Light to the Nations 
A Journey for the Ages!

A Mind Enlightened by God 

•  The best research from secular science 
(especially medical and social science).!

•  The teachings of our faith (based upon 
Scripture, Tradition and the teachings of 
the Magisterium).!

•  The wisdom of the saints handed down 
through the centuries.!

The Three Wisdoms!



5 

To make this journey, we must take a bold new 
step in our lives as leaders.!

The Vision of Authentic Male Leadership 

Moral Leadership!
Personal Responsibility!

Military Leadership!
Clarity of Thought!
Integrity of Action!

Economic Leadership!
Foundation for Future!

Foundation for Future!
Political Leadership!

Sacrifice!
The willingness to 

pay the price.!

The Path of That Man is You! 

•  Year 1: We considered man in his relationship to 
God and sought to become a man after God’s own 
heart.!

•  Year 2: We consider man in his role as husband 
and seek to become the hidden face of Christ for 
our spouse.!

•  Year 3: We will consider man in his role as father 
and seek to transform men into the Revelation of 
God the Father.!

Understanding the Three Roles of Men!

Leaders bear a large responsibility.  The future of 
the world has been entrusted to us.!
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The aspiration that humanity nurtures, amid 
countless injustices and sufferings, is the hope of a 
new civilization marked by freedom and peace.  But 
for such an undertaking, a new generation of 
builders is needed … You are the men and women 
of tomorrow.  The future is in your hearts and in your 
hands.  God is entrusting to you the task, at once 
difficult and uplifting, of working with him in the 
building of the civilization of love.!

! ! ! !Pope John Paul II!
! ! ! !Evening Vigil with Young People, #4!
! ! ! !World Youth Day, Toronto, 2002!
! ! ! !Downsview Park, Saturday 27, 2002!

Next Week!
Little Less than a God!

Small Group Discussion 
Starter Questions!

1.  How can you become better aware of the 
spiritual reality of our own day?!

2.  Who are you going to bring with you next 
week?!


