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Little Less than a God 
Last week we saw that the story of Job will help us 

understand the pathway of modern man.  It is 
interesting to note that the pride of Satan compels 

him to attack the best that God has to offer.!

The Beauty of Job 
“There was a man in the land of Uz, whose 
name was Job; and that man was blameless 
and upright, one who feared God, and turned 
away from evil.  Now there was a day when the 
sons of God came to present themselves before 
the Lord, and Satan also came among them, 
and the Lord said to Satan, ‘Have you 
considered my servant Job, that there is none 
like him on the earth, a blameless and upright 
man, who fears God and turns away from evil.’”!

! ! ! ! ! ! !Job 1:1-8!

The Confidence of Satan 
“Then Satan answered the Lord, ‘Does Job 
fear God for naught?  Hast thou not put a 
hedge about him and his house and all 
that he has, on every side … But put forth 
thy hand now, and touch all that he has, 
and he will curse thee to they face.’ And 
the Lord said to Satan, ‘Behold, all that he 
has is in your power; only upon himself do 
not put forth your hand.’”!

! ! ! ! ! ! !Job 1:6-12!
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The Arrogance of Satan 
“The Lord said to Satan, ‘Have you considered 
my servant Job, that there is none like him on 
the earth … He still holds fast his integrity, 
although you moved me against him, to destroy 
him without cause.’  Then Satan answered the 
Lord, ‘Skin for skin!  All that a man has he will 
give for his life.  But put forth thy hand now, and 
touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse 
thee to thy face.’  And the Lord said to Satan, 
‘Behold, he is in your power; only spare his life.’”!

! ! ! ! ! ! !Job 2:1-6!

What is the best that God has to offer so that 
there is “none like it in all the earth?!

Consider the wonder of the human person!!

The Wonder of the Human Person 
• One thousand, million, million, million, million atoms 

combined into 75 trillion cells.!
• One billion neurons, stretching over one million miles, 

processing 38 thousand trillions bits per second.!
• 120 million rod cells and 6 million cone cells sending 

information down 1.2 million nerve fibers.!
• 20,000 hair cells sensitive to one billionth of an 

atmospheric pressure.!
• 100,000 heart beats, pumping 2000 gallons of blood 

through 60,000 miles of blood vessels every day.!
• 700 million alveoli containing 300,000 million 

capillaries, breathing 29,000 times per day.!

To consider the dignity of the human person, let us 
consider the Biblical account of his creation given 
in the first two chapters of the Book of Genesis.!
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The Creation of the Human Person 
•  “God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, 

after our likeness … So God created man in 
his own image, in the image of God he 
created him; male and female he created 
them” (Genesis 1:26-27).!

•  “The Lord God formed man of the dust from 
the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life; and man became a living 
being” (Genesis 2:7).!

The Dignity of the Human Person 
•  “The human person, created in the image of God, is 

a being at once corporal and spiritual.  The biblical 
account expresses this reality in symbolic language 
when it affirms that ‘then the Lord God formed man of 
dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life; and man became a living 
being’ (Genesis 2:7)” (Catechism #362-363).!

•  “Being in the image of God the human individual 
possesses the dignity of a person, who is not just 
something, but someone.  He is capable of self-
knowledge, of self-possession and of freely giving 
himself and entering into communion with other 
persons” (Catechism #357).!

The Moment of Self-Consciousness 
“The first meaning of man’s original solitude is defined 
on the basis of a specific test, or examination, which 
man undergoes before God (and in a certain way also 
before himself) … Through this ‘test,’ man gains the 
consciousness of his own superiority, that is, that he 
cannot be put on a par with any other species of living 
beings on the earth … consciousness reveals man as 
the one who possesses the power of knowledge with 
respect to the visible world … This process also leads 
to the first delineation of the human being as a human 
person.”!

! ! ! ! !Pope John Paul II!
! ! ! ! !October 10, 1979!

There are two absolutely unpredictable happenings 
in the story of the cosmos.  The first was the origin 
of life, the second the origin of the mind.!

! ! !John C. Eccles!
! ! !Nobel Prize, Medicine, 1963!
! ! !How the Self Controls Its Brain, p. 167!
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John C. Eccles 
• 1903: Born in Melbourne, Australia.!
• 1925: M.D., University of Melbourne!
• 1925: Rhodes Scholar – study at Oxford.!
• 1929: Ph.D., Oxford University.!
• 1950s: Research into the synapse.!
• 1963: Nobel Prize, Medicine.!
• 1966-1975: Taught in the United States.!
• 1975: Retired to work on mind-body problem.!
• 1997: Died on May 2nd in Switzerland.!

The Neurochemistry of a Thought 
• Electrochemical travels down membrane of 

neuron.!
• Calcium concentration increases in presynaptic 

membrane.!
• Vesicles release neurotransmitter into synapse.!
• Neurotransmitter binds to receptor cells in the 

post synaptic cells.!
• Receptor molecules are activated.!
• Receptor cells are cleared of neurotransmitter.!
• Neurotransmitter is reabsorbed or broken down.!

The Mind-Brain Problem 
• Understanding the mind-brain interaction: “the 

greatest adventure of my life.”!
• Are neurotransmitters thoughts?  Is the transfer 

of a bit of information consciousness?”!
• “The essential feature … is that the mind and 

brain are independent entities … and that they 
interact by quantum physics … There is a 
frontier, and across this frontier there is 
interaction in both directions, which can be 
conceived as a flow of information, not of energy.  
Thus we have the extraordinary doctrine that the 
world of matter-energy is not completely sealed.”!Source: Eccles, J., “How the Self  Controls Its 

Brain,” Springer-Verlag, 1994, p. 9. 

The physical organs of the brain may be only the 
circuitry that makes the mind humanly perceptible 
… Smash a radio and there’s no more music to be 
heard.  But the radio waves are still out there.  We 
just don’t have the apparatus to change the 
electromagnetic radiation into mechanical sound 
waves.  The brain does for the mind what the radio 
does for music.!

! ! !Gerald S. Schroeder!
! ! !Ph.D. Nuclear Physics, M.I.T.!
! ! !The Hidden Face of God, p. 152!
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The Resuscitation of Joe Tiralosi 
• Joe Tiralosi: Chauffeur in Manhattan.!
• Heart attack in August, 2009.!
• Heart stopped beating for 47 minutes.!
• 4500 chest compressions, 8 defibrillator shocks, 

numerous vials of adrenaline.!
• Heart stops a 2nd time for 15 minutes while they 

are working to remove major blockages from the 
heart.!

• Encounters “loving, compassionate being.”!
• Loses all fear of death.!Source: Parnia, S., “Erasing Death – The Science 

that is Rewriting the Boundaries between Life and 
Death,” HarperOne, 2013, pp. 1-10. 

The Experience of Death 
 Experience*         Percentage 

Positive Emotions      56 
Awareness of  being dead     50 
Meeting decreased friends/relatives   32 
Moving through a tunnel     31 
Perception of  celestial landscape    29 
Out-of-body experience     24 
Perception of  colors      23 
Communicating with “the light”    23 

Source: van Lommel, P., et al, “Near-Death Experiences in Survivors of 
Cardiac Arrest: A Prospective Study in the Netherlands,” Lancet, 2001. 

*  Of those reporting a Near Death Experience.  Eight-two percentage of 
resuscitation patients report no Near Death Experience. 

A Life Changing Event 

Accept Others    +78   +41   1.90 

Life Change 

More emphatic    +68   +50   1.36 
Involved in Family   +78   +58   1.34 
Sense meaning of  life   +57   +25   2.28 
Interest in spirituality   +42   -41   ** 
Fear of  death    -63   -41   1.54 
Belief  in afterlife   +42   +16   2.62 
Appreciate ordinary things  +84   +50   1.68 

Source:  van Lommel, P., “Consciousness Beyond Life – The Science of Near Death 
Experience,” Harper One, 2010, p. 152. 

NDE No-NDE Ratio 

You don’t have to die to have an experience that 
transcends this material world and changes your 

life forever.!
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Dr. Andrew Newberg 
•  Director of Research, Myrna Brind Center for 

Integrative Medicine at Thomas Jefferson 
University Hospital and Medical College.!

•  Adjunct Assistant Professor in the Department of 
Rel igious Studies at the Universi ty of 
Pennsylvania.!

•  Published over 150 professional articles/books.!
•  “Humans, in fact, are natural mystics blessed 

with an inborn genius for effortless self-
transcendence.”!

The Transcendence of the Self 
•  Prefrontal cortex (attention association area) 

focuses outside of self – i.e. upon Christ.!
•  Activity increases in the hypothalamus until 

there is the simultaneous activation of the 
arousal and quiescent systems.!

•  The prefrontal cortex operates at maximum 
capacity.!

•  The posterior superior parietal lobe (orients 
person in space) is deprived of input.!

•  The person is drawn out of self by the attraction 
of the other.!Source: Newberg, A., et al, “Why God Won’t Go 

Away,” Ballantine Books, 2001, pp. 120-123. 

The Transformation of the Person 
•  Prayer increases activity in the anterior cingulate 

cortex making a person compassionate and 
emphatic towards others.!

•  Prayer lowers activity in the amygdala and limbic 
system helping a person to decrease fear and 
anxiety.!

•  Prayer increases activity in the parietal lobe 
strengthening one’s sense of self relative to the 
world.!

•  Impact of prayer persists even after prayer is 
completed.!

•  “The more you do these practices, the more they 
literally change your brain.”!

Source: Newberg, A., et al, “How God Changes 
Your Brain,” Ballantine Books Trade Paperbacks, 
2010, pp. 49-54. 

Science is coming amazingly close to discovering 
the dignity of the human person.  The human 

person has a mind that transcends the material 
world.  It survives the destruction of the material 
world.  Even today, it is called to reach beyond 

this material world to touch the divine.!
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Next Week!
The Heart of the World!

Small Group Discussion 
Starter Questions!

1.  How can you avoid the temptation to reduce 
the human person to “just” his material body?!

2.  How do you expand your mind so that it 
reflects all that it was created to be?!


