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S E S S I O N  10 

The Ultimate Temptation 
Last week we began considering the seduction of 

modern man.  We allowed the thought of Pope 
John Paul II to be our guide.!

Masters of Suspicion 
“Ricoeur has called Freud, Marx, and Nietzsche 
‘masters of suspicion’, having in mind the whole 
system each one represents, and perhaps above all 
the hidden basis and the orientation of each in 
understanding and interpreting the humanum itself … 
the thinkers mentioned above, who have exercised 
and still exercise a great influence on the way of 
thinking and evaluating people of our time, seem in 
substance also to judge and accuse the human heart.”!

! ! ! ! !Pope John Paul II!
! ! ! ! !October 29, 1980!

Masters of Suspicion & Ideologies of Evil 

Sexual Revolution!
“Culture of Death”!

Still with us.!

Father of the West!

World War II!
70 Million Deaths!

Ended 1945!

Tie to Adolf Hitler!
Cold War!

Massive Famines!
Ended in 1990!

Father of Communism!

Sigmund Freud!

Karl M
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An Attack upon the Family 
•  “Man became the image of God not only 

through his own humanity, but also through the 
communion of persons, which man and woman 
form from the very beginning … Man becomes 
the image of God not so much in the moment of 
s o l i t u d e  a s  i n  t h e  m o m e n t  o f 
communion” (Pope John Paul II, General 
Audience, November 14, 1979).!

•  “[Satan] because of the many gifts of God, 
which He gave to the man, became jealous and 
looked on him with envy” (St. Irenaeus of 
Lyons).!

Source: “On the Apostolic Preaching,” St. Irenaeus of  Lyons, 
trans. Behr, J., St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 1997, p. 49. 

The Family as the Heart of the Battle 
“The family is placed at the heart of the 
great struggle between good and evil, 
between life and death, between love and 
all that is opposed to love.”!

! ! !Pope John Paul II!
! ! !Letter to Families, #23!

If Satan has been allowed to once again tempt 
humanity, then we should expect this temptation 

to be centered upon the union of man and woman.  
There is a couple who have turned everything we 
have seen thus far against the union of man and 

woman.!

Jean Paul Sartre 
•  Born June 21, 1905.!
•  Father dies when he is 15 months old.!
•  Reads extensively as a youth.!
•  Joins French resistance during World War II.!
•  1943: Being and Nothingness.!
•  Becomes a successful playwright before the 

end of World War II.!
•  Attempts to reconcile existentialism with 

Marxism.!
•  Becomes an anarchist by the end of his life.!
•  Dies on April 15, 1980.  Over 50,000 followed 

procession to cemetery.!Source: “Jean-Paul Sartre: Basic Writings,,” edited by Priest, 
S., Routledge, 2001. 
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Sartre and the Rejection of God the Father 
“Only once did I have the feeling that [God] 
existed.  I had been playing with matches and 
burned a small rug.  I was in the process of 
covering up my crime when suddenly God saw 
me.  I felt His gaze inside my head and on my 
hands.  I whirled about in the bathroom, horribly 
visible, a live target.  Indignation saved me.  I 
flew into a rage against so crude an indiscretion, 
I blasphemed, I muttered like my grandfather: 
‘God damn it, God damn it, God damn it.’  He 
never looked at me again.”!Source: Sartre, “The Words – The Autobiography of 

Jean-Paul Sartre,” Vintage Books, 1981, p. 102. 

Sartre and his Human Father 
“The death of Jean Baptiste [my father] was the 
big event of my life: it … gave me freedom.  
There is no good father, that’s the rule.  Don’t lay 
the blame on men but on the bond of paternity, 
which is rotten.  To beget children, nothing better; 
to have them, what iniquity!  Had my father lived, 
he would have lain on me at full length and would 
have crushed me … Was it a good thing or bad 
[that my father died]?  I don’t know.  But I readily 
subscribe to the verdict of an eminent 
psychoanalyst: I have no Superego.”!Source: Sartre, “The Words – The Autobiography of 

Jean-Paul Sartre,” Vintage Books, 1981, pp. 18-19. 

Man as Absolute Freedom 
• Man is absolute freedom: Man is “condemned 

to be free … No limits to my freedom can be 
found except freedom itself or if you prefer, that 
we are not free to cease being free.”!

• “What is meant here by saying that existence 
precedes essence? … man exists, turns up, 
appears on the scene, and, only afterwards, 
defines himself.  ... Thus, there is no human 
nature since there is no God to conceive it.  Not 
only is man what he conceives himself to be, 
but he is also only what he wills himself to be 
after this thrust toward existence.  Man is 
nothing else but what he makes of himself.”!

Source: Sartre, “Being and Nothingness,” translated by 
Barnes, H., Philosophical Library, 1956, p. 439. 
Sartre, “Existentialism and Human Emotions,” 
translated by Frechtman, B., Philosophical Library, 
1957, p. 15. 

The End of Love 
•  Love is IMPOSSIBLE since it would entail 

the loss of freedom.!
•  “While I attempt to free myself from the 

hold of the other, the other is trying to 
free himself from mine; while I seek to 
enslave the other, the other seeks to 
enslave me … Conflict is the original 
meaning of being-for-others.”!

•  “Hell is other people.”!
Source: Sartre, “Being and Nothingness,” translated by 
Barnes, H., Philosophical Library, 1956, p. 364. 
Sartre, “No Exit,” (Play), May, 1944. 
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Jean Paul Sartre had an accomplice in his attack 
upon the union of man and woman – his “love” 

interest of 50 years, Simone de Beauvoir.!

Simone de Beauvoir 
•  Born January 9, 1908.!
•  Devout in youth, but becomes an atheist by age 15.!
•  Jean Paul Sartre’s love interest for 50 years.!
•  Transitions Jean Paul Sartre’s philosophy into a basis 

for radical feminism.!
•  Publishes the Second Sex in 1949.!
•  Writes and signs the “Manifesto of the 343” in 1971: 

“One million women in France have an abortion every 
year … These women are veiled in silence.  I declare 
that I am one of them.  I have had an abortion.  Just 
as we demand free access to birth control, we 
demand the freedom to have an abortion.”!

•  Dies April 14, 1986.!
Source: Moi, T., “Simone de Beauvoir: The 
Making of an Intellectual Woman,”  Oxford 
University Press, 2009. 

The Vision of Wounded Femininity 
•  Accepts Sartrian existentialism where woman is 

associated with being-in-itself (material world) and 
man is associated with being-for-itself (freedom and 
transcendence).!

•  Femininity itself is wounded.  It is inferior to 
masculinity.!

•  “The worst curse that was laid upon woman was that 
she should be excluded from those warlike forays.  
For it is not in giving life but in risking life that man is 
raised above the animal; that is why superiority has 
been accorded in humanity not to the sex that brings 
forth but to that which kills.”!

Source: de Beauvoir, “The Second Sex,” 
Everyman’s Library, 1993, p. 64. 

The Destruction of the Maternal Instinct 
•  To have the freedom of men, women must deny 

maternity itself.!
•  “No woman should be authorized to stay at home to 

raise her children.  Women should not have that 
choice, precisely because if there is such a choice, 
too many women will make that one … as long as the 
family and the myth of the family and the myth of 
maternity and the maternal instinct are not destroyed, 
women will still be oppressed … the maternal instinct 
is built up in a little girl by the way she is made to play 
and so as long as this is not destroyed, she will have 
won nothing.”!

Source: “Sex, Society, and the Female Dilemma – 
A Dialogue between Simone de Beauvoir and 
Betty Friedan,” Saturday Review, June 14, 1975. 
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The Descent into the Abyss of Self 
•  Sartre is de Beauvoir’s “little absolute … my only life.”!
•  “This brilliant and strong-minded woman became 

Sartre’s slave from almost their first meeting and 
remained such for all her adult life … In the annals of 
literature, there are few worse cases of a man 
exploiting a woman” (Paul Johnson).!

•  “Atheism is a cruel and long-range affair.  I think that 
I’ve carried it through … I’ve again become the 
traveler without a ticket: the ticket collector has 
entered my compartment … he wants to let me finish 
my trip in peace … we remain looking at each other, 
feeling uncomfortable … I know very well that no one 
is waiting for me” (Jean-Paul Sartre).!

Source: de Beauvoir, “Letters to Sartre,” translated by 
Hoare, Q., Arcade Publishing, 2012, p. 110. 
Johnson, P., “The Intellectuals,” Harper & Row 
Publishers, 1988, p. 235. 
Sartre, “The Words – The Autobiography of Jean-Paul 
Sartre,” Vintage Books, 1981, p. 102. 

This seems like abstract philosophy!!
Is it possible for the thought of Jean-Paul Sartre, 
Simone de Beauvoir and the three “masters of 

suspicion” to practically alter a culture?!
Absolutely!!

The Pill: An Ingenious Synthesis 
•  Nietzsche: Man must hasten his own evolution.!
•  de Beauvoir: Woman is inferior to man precisely 

because of her maternity.!
•  Sartre: Man is absolute freedom.!
•  Marx: Man is simply an economic object.!
•  Freud: We must “kill” the Father.!
•  The Pill attacks the Father abiding in the union of man 

and woman by shutting down the fertility of woman.  
She becomes more free so that she approximates the 
freedom of man.  Pharmaceutical companies have 
the opportunity to sell products to ½ the human race, 
who are perfectly healthy and must consume them 
everyday for approximately 30 years.!

The History of the Birth Control Pill 
•  1929: Adolf Butenandt, working for Schering, isolates 

estrogen.  Work classified as critical to war effort.!
•  1938: Schering scientists Inhoffen and Hohlewg 

synthesize ethyinyl estradiol.!
•  1942-1945: “Greenhouses were built at Auschwitz to 

grow a rare South American plant from which female 
hormones could be made to lead to sterilization of 
persons without their knowledge.”!

•  1942-1945: Auschwitz women “were fed daily doses 
of estrogen in their rutabaga soup.”!

•  1955: Katherine McCormick: “[We need] a cage of 
ovulating females to experiment with.”!

•  1956: Field trials in Puerto Rico, Haiti, Mexico City.!
Source: Seaman, B., “The Greatest 
Experiment Ever Performed on Women,” 
Seven Stories Press, pp. 22-31. 
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Misery and Money 
•  “Only 132 women out of thousands had the stamina 

to stay on Enovid for a year or longer.”!
•  “[Enovid] causes too many side reactions to be 

acceptable generally.!
•  “We were unable to find any complications that could 

be attributed to the medication, and for the most part, 
everything has gone along uneventfully.”!

•  May 11, 1960: FDA approves the Birth Control Pill.!
•  1965: 3.8 million U.S. women using the Pill.!
•  Searle’s revenue increased 2.4 times in 5 years.!
•  Syntex’s EPS increased 67 times in 6 years.!
•  Syntex stock investment of $2 in 1960 was worth 

$8000 by 1993.!

Source: Seaman, B., “The Greatest 
Experiment Ever Performed on Women,” 
Seven Stories Press, pp. 30. 
Asbell, B., “The Pill – A Biography of the 
Drug that Changed the World,” Random 
House, 1995, 147-169. 

The Transformation of Women 
“Modern woman is at last free, as man is 
free, to dispose of her own body, to earn 
her living, to pursue the improvement of her 
mind, to try for a successful career.”!

! ! ! !Clare Boothe Luce!
! ! ! !Playwright/Socialite!
! ! ! !U.S. Congresswoman!
! ! ! !Ambassador to Italy!

Source: “Seaman, B., “The Greatest Experiment Ever 
Performed on Women,” Seven Stories Press, p. 119. 

Thought matters.  Modern culture has 
unconsciously adopted a certain mindset and the 
consequences are profound.  These changes run 

deeper than you can imagine.!
Next Week!

To Open the Eyes of Modern Man!

Small Group Discussion 
Starter Questions!

1.  It what ways have you accepted the notion that 
you must be absolutely free?!

2.  It what ways do you consciously or unconsciously 
consider women as the “second sex?” !


