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S E S S I O N  13 

The Third Millennium of Families 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a 
great light; upon those who dwelt in the land of 
gloom a light has shone.  You have brought them 
abundant joy and great rejoicing … for a child is 
born to us, a son is given us; upon his shoulder 
dominion rests.!

! ! ! ! !Isaiah 9:1-6!
! ! ! ! !Midnight Mass, First Reading!

The Darkness of Modern Man 
•  Ricoeur has called Freud, Marx, and Nietzsche 

‘masters of suspicion’” (John Paul II, October 29, 
1980).!

•  Fredrick Nietzsche: the desire for human to hasten 
their evolution into the “superman.”!

•  Karl Marx: economic objectification of the individual.!
•  Sigmund Freud: the desire to “kill the father.”!
•  Sartre and du Beauvoir: Man is absolute freedom.  

Love is impossible.!
•  End Result: A “culture of death” in which the human 

person is being changed before our eyes.!
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To Shrink the Human Heart 
“[Freud, Marx, and Nietzsche] seem to judge and 
accuse the heart due to what biblical language … calls 
concupiscence, the three fold concupiscence.  One 
could distribute the roles as follows.  In Nietzschean 
hermeneutics, the judgment and accusation of the 
human heart correspond in some way to what biblical 
language calls ‘pride of life;’ in Marxist hermeneutics, 
by to what it calls ‘concupiscence of the eyes;’ in 
Freudian hermeneutics, by contrast, to what it calls 
‘concupiscence of the flesh’.”!

! ! ! ! !Pope John Paul II!
! ! ! ! !October 29, 1980!

Freud and the Concupiscence of the Flesh 
•  And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in 

the east; and there he put the man whom he had 
formed.  And out of the ground the Lord God 
made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the 
sight and good for food” (Genesis 2:8-9).!

•  “The behaviour of a human being in sexual 
matters is often a prototype for the whole of his 
other modes of reaction to life.”!

Source: Freud, S., “Sexuality and the Psychology of Love,” Touchstone, 1997, 
p. 25. 

Marx and the Concupiscence of the Eyes 
•  “The Lord God took the man and put him 

in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it 
… Then the Lord God said, ‘It is not good 
that the man should be alone; I will make 
a helper fit for him’” (Genesis 2:15-18).!

•  “Individuals are dealt with only in so far 
as they are personifications of economic 
categories, embodiments of particular 
class-relations and class-interests.”!

Source: “Das Kapital,” in “The Portable Karl Marx,” Edited by Kamenka, E., 
Penguin Books, 1983, p. 435. 

Nietzsche and the Pride of Life 
•  “So out of the ground the Lord God formed every 

beast of the field and every bird of the air, and 
brought them to the man to see what he would call 
them; and whatever the man called every living 
creature, that was its name … but for the man 
there was not found a helper fit for him” (Genesis 
2:19-20).!

•  “I say: what is falling, we should still push … And 
he whom you cannot teach to fly, teach to fall 
faster.”!

Source: “The Portable Nietzsche,” Translated by Kaufmann, 
W., Penguin Books, 1954-1982, p. 321. 
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A Strike at the Heart of Love 
•  “Sin and death have entered into man’s history in 

some way through the very heart of that unity that had 
from the ‘beginning’ been formed by the man and 
woman, created and called to become ‘one 
flesh’” (Pope John Paul II, March 5, 1980).!

•  “While I attempt to free myself from the hold of the 
other, the other is trying to free himself from mine; 
while I seek to enslave the other, the other seeks to 
enslave me … Conflict is the original meaning of 
being-for-others.”!

Source: Sartre, “Being and Nothingness,” 
translated by Barnes, H., Philosophical 
Library, 1956, p. 364. 

Death at the Order of Love 
•  “You are dust, and to dust you shall return” (Genesis 

3:19).!
•  “The twentieth century will have been an era of 

massive attacks on life, an endless series of wars and 
a continual taking of innocent human life.  False 
prophets and false teachers have had the greatest 
success … we are in fact faced by an objective 
‘conspiracy against life’” (Pope John Paul II, 
Evangelium Vitae, #17).!

•  “God is love” (1 John 4:16).!
•  “So faith, hope, love abide, these three; but the 

greatest of these is love” (1 Corinthians 13:13).!
•  “Love is strong as death” (Song of Solomon 8:6).!

A Strike at the Heart of the Father 
•  “… in human history the ‘rays of fatherhood’ 

meet a first resistance in the obscure but real 
fact of original sin.  This is truly the key for 
interpreting reality … Original sin attempts, then, 
to abolish fatherhood” (Pope John Paul II, 
Crossing the Threshold of Hope).!

•  “One day the expelled brothers joined forces, 
slew and ate the father … which is perhaps 
mankind’s first celebration.” !Source: “Totem and Taboo,” Translated by Brill, A., 

Barnes and Noble Books, 1913 (2005), pp. 134-135. 

Source: Statistical Abstract of  the US., 
Vital Statistics of  the US. 
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“A Culture of  Death” 

Source: Statistical Abstract of  the U.S. 
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Source: The Religious Factor,” (Lenkski, G., 1961).  
“The Number, Timing and Durantion of  Marriages 
and Divorce: 1996,” U.S. Census Bureau. 
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~40 “A Culture of Death”!“The Missing Father”!“The End of Love”!
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God turns the pride of man upon his head!  Man is 
defeated by the very thing he idolizes.!

World War II and the Will to Power 
• Link between “the will to power” 
and the “overman” to Hitler.!

• Ultimately, Germany and the Axis 
were defeated by the 
overwhelming superior power of 
the Allied Forces.!

• The Allied Forces (including 
China) mobilized 65% more 
troops.!

• The Allied Forces (including 
China) suffered 75% more 
military casualties.!
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Source: National World War II Museum (at New Orleans). 
Axis includes Germany, Italy and Japan. 
Allied includes Britain, China, Russia, United States. 
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Communism and Bread for the Hungry 
• “Individuals are dealt with only in 
so far as they are personifications 
of economic categories.”!

• Soviet economic growth stagnated 
between the 1950s and the 1980s.!

• Food imports increased 10 times.!
• “Communism fell in the end 
because of the system’s socio-
economic weakness, not because 
it had been truly rejected as an 
ideology” (Pope John Paul II).!
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Source: Fisher, S., “Russia and the Soviet Union Then and Now,” National 
Bureau of  Economic Research, 1994, Table 7.4. 
Carroll, W., “The Rise and Fall of  the Communist Revolution,” Christendom 
Press, 1995, p. 695. 
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Source: “Das Kapital,” in “The Portable Karl Marx,” Edited by Kamenka, 
E., Penguin Books, 1983, p. 435. 
Pope John Paul II, “Memory and Identity,” Rizzoli International 
Publications, Inc., 2005, p.48. 

To Redeem the Eclipse of Love 
“I understood that I must lead Christ’s Church into 
this third millennium through suffering … Precisely 
because the family is threatened, the family is 
under attack.  The Pope has to be attacked, the 
Pope has to suffer, so that every family and the 
world may see that there is … a higher Gospel … 
by which the future is prepared, the third 
millennium of families.”!

! ! ! ! !Pope John Paul II!
! ! ! ! !May 29, 1994!
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Love must be redeemed by love.  A love that goes 
to the end.  A love that is rich in mercy.!

A Love that Goes to the End 
•  “The devil has no power over me; but I do as the 

Father has commanded me, so that the world 
may know that I love the Father” (John 
14:30-31).!

•  “Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart 
out of this world to the Father, having loved his 
own who were in the world, he loved them to the 
end” (John 13:1).!

The Gift of Mercy 
•  “‘Lord, show us the Father, and we shall be 

satisfied.’  Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with 
you so long, and yet you do not know me, Philip?  
He who has seen me has seen the Father” (John 
14:8-9).!

•  “Have I any pleasure in the death of the wicked, 
says the Lord God, and not rather that he should 
turn from his way and live” (Ezekiel 18:23).!

•  The Father “is rich in mercy” (Ephesians 2:4).!

Mercy Redeems the “Culture of Death” 
•  “Before I come as the just Judge, I am coming first as 

the King of Mercy” (Divine Mercy in My Soul, #83).!
•  “In the end my Immaculate Heart will triumph … and a 

period of peace will be granted to the world” (Words of 
Our Lady, July 13, 1917).!

•  “Through the centuries the Church has become ever 
more aware that Mary, ‘full of grace’ through God, was 
redeemed from the moment of her conception.  That 
is what the dogma of the Immaculate Conception 
confesses” (Catechism #491).!

Source: “Fatima in Lucia’s own Words,” edited by 
Fr. Louis Kondor, SVD, The Ravengate Press, 
1989, p. 105. 
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Mercy as the Foundation of the Home 
•  “Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the 

Church and gave himself up for her … that she 
might be holy and without blemish” (Ephesians 
5:25-27).!

•  “Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to 
[expose her to the law], resolved to send her 
away quietly” (Matthew 1:19).!

•  “I desire mercy and not sacrifice” (Matthew 12:7). !
•  “Joseph did as the angel of the Lord commanded 

him: he took his wife” (Matthew 1:24).!

The Christian home was born when St. Joseph 
chose the path of mercy.  Eventually the Christian 

model of family converted the Roman Empire.  
Such will also be true today.!

The Transformation of Men 
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the 
prophet before the great and 
terrible day of the Lord comes.  
And he will turn the hearts of 
fathers to their children and the 
hearts of children to their fathers, 
lest I come and smite the land 
with a curse.”!

! ! ! ! !Malachi 4:6!

A Light for the New Springtime 
“The light of divine mercy will illumine the 
way for the men and women of the third 
millennium … this consoling message is 
addressed above all to those who, afflicted 
by a particularly harsh trial or crushed by the 
weight of the sins they committed, have lost 
all confidence in life and are tempted to give 
in to despair.”!

! ! ! ! !Pope John Paul II!
! ! ! ! !April 30, 2000!
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See you in January!!

Small Group Discussion 
Starter Questions!

1.  In what ways do you see mercy as the solution to 
the problems of modern culture?!

2.  How can you personally practice mercy as the 
foundation of your home?!


