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S E S S I O N  17 

A Great Sign in Heaven 
Last week we saw that the hierarchical Church 
and the domestic church took root in Rome and 

France, respectively.!

The “Incarnation” of the Church 
• “You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 

Church, and the powers of death shall not prevail 
against it” (Matthew 16:18).!

• Peter founds both “branches” of the Church and 
then establishes her seat in Rome.!

• “When Jesus saw his mother, and the disciple 
whom he loved standing near, he said to his 
mother, ‘Woman, behold your son!’  Then he said to 
the disciple, ‘Behold, your mother!’  And from that 
hour the disciple took her to his own home” (John 
19:26-27).!

• The domestic church takes root in France in a 
particularly profound way.!

We must now consider once again the battle that 
is raging in our own day.  Scripture will help us 

enter more deeply into this mystery.!
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A Vision Spanning Heaven and Earth 
“Pope Leo XIII was attending Mass [when] 
suddenly we saw him raise his head and stare 
at something above the celebrant’s head.  He 
was staring motionlessly, without batting an eye.  
His expression was one of horror and awe; the 
color and look on his face changing rapidly … 
Leo XIII truly saw in a vision demonic spirits who 
were congregating on the Eternal City (Rome).”!

! ! ! !Father Gabriele Amorth!
! ! ! !An Exorcist Tells his Story!

A Great Sign in Heaven 
“And a great sign appeared in heaven, a woman 
clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, 
and on her head a crown of twelve stars; she was 
with child and she cried out in her pangs of birth, in 
anguish for delivery.  And another sign appeared in 
heaven; behold, a great red dragon … stood before 
the woman who was about to bear a child … but 
her child was caught up to God … Now war arose 
in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against 
the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought, 
but they were defeated and there was no longer 
place for them in heaven.”!

! ! ! ! !Revelation 12:1-8!

Chartres and the Domestic Church 
• Gothic architecture reaches its culmination in Notre 

Dame de Chartres, built 1194 – 1260.!
• It was built to house the Sancta Camisa, which is 

believed to be the garment Our Lady wore when giving 
birth to Christ (and potentially during the Annunciation).!

• Over the main door at Chartres are stain glass windows 
covering the life of the Holy Family.!

• “To us, it is a child’s fancy; a toy-house to please the 
Queen of Heaven, to please her so much that she 
would be happy in it, to charm her till she smiled … If 
you are to get the full enjoyment of Chartres, you must 
… believe in Mary as Bernard … and feel her presence 
as the architects did, in every stone they placed, and 
every touch they chiseled” (Henry Adams).!Source: Adams, H., “Mont Saint Michel and 

Chartres,” Penguin Classics, 1986, pp. 88-96. 

France and Satan’s Attack on the Family 
• Man is “condemned to be free … No limits to my 
freedom can be found except freedom itself.”!

• Love is IMPOSSIBLE: “While I attempt to free 
myself from the hold of the other, the other is trying 
to free himself from mine; while I seek to enslave 
the other, the other seeks to enslave me … Conflict 
is the original meaning of being-for-others.”!

• “Hell is other people.”!
• “As long as the family and the myth of the family 
and the myth of maternity and the maternal instinct 
are not destroyed, women will still be oppressed.”!

• “Superiority has been accorded in humanity not to 
the sex that brings forth but to that which kills.”!

Source: Sartre, “Being and Nothingness,” translated 
by Barnes, H., Philosophical Library, 1956, p. 567 
and p. 364. 
Sartre, “No Exit,” (Play), May, 1944. 
“Sex, Society, and the Female Dilemma – A 
Dialogue between Simone de Beauvoir and Betty 
Friedan,” Saturday Review, June 14, 1975. 
de Beauvoir, “The Second Sex,” Everyman’s Library, 
1993, p. 64. 
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Fortunately, God has come to the aid of his 
people.  Once again, France has a surprising role 

when it comes to the family.!

St. Michael and France 
• Mont Saint Michel: Located in Normandy, 

approximately 150 miles from Chartres.!
• Tidal Island rising 300 feet above Atlantic 

Ocean.!
• St. Michael the Archangel appeared three times 

in a dream to St. Aubert, Bishop of Avranches in 
708 stating that he is the protector of France 
and desiring a Monastery to be built at Mont 
Saint Michel.!

• Liberation of France by Allied forces on D-Day 
occurs on the Normandy beaches a short 
distance from Mont Saint Michel.!

The Miraculous Medal and Revelation 12 
• St. Catherine Laboure: Born during the ringing of the 
evening Angelus on May 2, 1806.!

• Mother dies when she is 9 years old.!
• “The times are very evil … the Cross will be treated with 
contempt; they will hurl it to the ground … the streets will 
stream with blood … the whole world will be in sadness.”!

• “[Mary’s] arms swept wide in a gesture of motherly 
compassion, while from her jeweled fingers the rays of 
light streamed upon the white globe at her feet.  An oval 
formed around the Blessed Virgin: ‘O Mary, conceived 
without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee.’”!

• “Have a medal struck after this model.  All who wear it 
will receive great graces.  They should wear it around 
the neck.”!

Source: Dirvin, J., “Saint Catherine Laboure 
of  the Miraculous Medal,” Tan Books and 
Publishers, 1984. 

The Apparition of Our Lady at Lourdes 
•  Our Lady makes the 1st of 18 apparitions to 

Bernadette Soubirous on February 11, 1858.!
•  Feb 25th – the Spring of Lourdes is revealed.!
•  Mar 2nd – Request for a chapel.!
•  Mar 25th – the revelation of her name: “I am the 

Immaculate Conception.”!
•  July 29, 1866: Bernadette enters religious life.!
•  March 4, 1871: Death of her father.!
•  St. Catherine Laboure stated that the apparitions of 

Our Lady at Lourdes were intended for Rue du Bac.!
•  Main gate leading to Lourdes: St. Michael Gate.!
•  Gate most people enter Lourdes: St. Joseph Gate.!

Source: Laurentin, R., “Bernadette of  
Lourdes,” Darton, Longman and Todd, Ltd., 
1999. 
Laurentin, R., “Catherine Laboure – Visionary 
of  the Miraculous Medal,” Pauline Books and 
Media, 2006. 
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Lourdes and the Triumph of Mercy 
•  “I am the Immaculate Conception” (March 25, 1858).!
•  “In the end my Immaculate Heart will triumph … and a 

period of peace will be granted to the world” (Words of 
Our Lady, July 13, 1917).!

•  “Through the centuries the Church has become ever 
more aware that Mary, ‘full of grace’ through God, was 
redeemed from the moment of her conception.  That 
is what the dogma of the Immaculate Conception 
confesses” (Catechism #491).!

•  “Before I come as the just Judge, I am coming first as 
the King of Mercy” (Divine Mercy in My Soul, #83).!

Source: “Fatima in Lucia’s own Words,” edited by 
Fr. Louis Kondor, SVD, The Ravengate Press, 
1989, p. 105. 

Grace Flowing through the Family 
• “Then he brought me back to the door of the temple; and 
behold, water was issuing from below the threshold of 
the temple toward the east … And wherever the river 
goes every living creature which swarms will live … for 
this water goes there, that the waters of the sea may 
become fresh … And on the banks, on both sides of the 
river, there will grow all kinds of trees for food.  Their 
leaves will not wither nor their fruit fail … their fruit will be 
for food, and their leaves for healing” (Ezekiel 47:1-12).!

• The Holy Family is hidden at Lourdes.!
• The grace of God for the healing of the nations is flowing 
through the Holy Family, protected by St. Michael.!

Believe it or not, all of this relates to the United 
States in a very profound and specific way.!

The Devil as an Imposter 
• The family is absent from French Enlightenment 

philosophy, where the basis of society is the 
relationship between the individual and the state.!

• The United States is the first country to adopt 
Enlightenment philosophy as the basis for a country.!

• The United States “exported” its vision of “freedom” to 
help establish democracies throughout Europe.!

• The United States feels a manifest destiny to continue 
to “export” its vision of “freedom” throughout the world.!

• The United States uses its economic, military, and 
cultural power to accomplish its goal through numerous 
international agencies.!
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A Role for the United States 
• The “New World” was discovered on Oct. 12, 

1492 by Christopher Columbus sailing on the 
Santa Maria.!

• First contact with the mainland was made on 
June 24, 1497 (Feast of St. John the Baptist) by 
John Cabot, a member of the Confraternity of 
St. John the Evangelist. !

• The bishops of the United States unanimously 
selected Our Lady, under the title of The 
Immaculate Conception, as the Patroness of 
American on May 13, 1846.!

• The choice was approved by Blessed Pope 
Pius IX on February 7, 1847.!

• The consecration was most recently renewed 
on November 11, 2006.!

The National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception!
•  Plan approved by Pope St. Pius X on August 15, 

1913.!
•  Construction began in 1920.!
•  Largest Catholic Church in U.S.!
•  8th Largest religious structure in the world.!
•  Tallest building in Washington D.C.!
•  Visited by 1 million people each year.!

The Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston 
• After Texas War of Independence, Texas was 

designated an Apostolic Prefecture in 1839.!
• Father Jean Marie Odin arrives from Lyon, 

France in 1840.!
• Fr. Odin is consecrated bishop of the Vicariate 

Apostolic in 1842.!
• Fr. Odin becomes the 1st Bishop of the Diocese 

of Galveston (which includes entire state of 
Texas) in 1847.!

• St. Mary’s Church in Galveston is established 
as the Cathedral and the Diocese is 
consecrated to Our Lady, under the title of The 
Immaculate Conception.!

• Archbishop DiNardo is elevated to Cardinal on 
November 24, 2007.!

I certainly have appropriate pride in the United 
States and the Archdiocese of Galveston-

Houston.  However the mystery runs much deeper 
than personal pride.!

Chartres Cathedral and the United States 
• August 16, 1944: Patton’s army seeks to capture the 

town of Chartres.!
• Enemy fire is encountered.  Believing the Germans to 

be using the bell tower for a lookout, the order was 
given to destroy the Cathedral.!

• Col. Welborn Barton Griffith, Jr., from Quanah, Texas 
offered to go behind enemy lines to survey positions.!

• Discovers Cathedral is empty and order is cancelled.!
• Colonel Griffith encounters enemy on way back to 

American forces.  Eventually locates an American tank 
and leads it to enemy location and is killed in the battle.!

• Awarded Distinguished Service Cross and Silver Star.!

Source: Military Times – Hall of  Valor, 
www.projects.militarytimes.com/citations-
medals-awards/recipient.php?
recipientid=6100 accessed on 06-23-2013. 
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• Day 1: Fri – Leave Houston!
• Day 2: Sat – Arrive Paris: Notre Dame/

Sainte Chapelle!
• Day 3: Sun – Miraculous Medal/St. Denis/

Sacred Coeur/Jean Paul Sartre (Paris)!
• Day 4: Mon – Chartres Cathedral (Paris)!
• Day 5: Tue – Mont Saint Michel!
• Day 6: Wed – Normandy Beaches!
• Day 7: Thu – Travel to Lourdes (or Lisieux)!
• Day 8: Fri – Lourdes!
• Day 9: Sat – Lourdes!
• Day 10: Sun – Return to Houston!

A Pilgrimage to Holy Family in France 

Grace is following through the Holy Family for the 
healing of our troubled world.  The United States 

and you personally have been given a special 
role.!

Small Group Discussion 
Starter Questions!

1.  How can better receive the grace that is following 
through the Holy Family for healing?!

2.  How can you better embrace the special role 
regarding the family that has been given to you?!

Next Week!
The Pathway to Renewal!


