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S E S S I O N  17 
Becoming the Revelation of 

the Father God has given to you a mission!!

He wants you to build your home into a holy 
temple “worthy” of the divine dwelling.!

The Wise Master Builder 

“According to the commission of God 
given to me, like a skilled master builder 
I laid a foundation, and another man is 
building upon it.  Let each man take 
care how he builds upon it.”!

!       ! !1 Corinthians 3:10!

The Temple of the Lord 
“You are fellow citizens with the saints and 
members of the household of God, built 
upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the 
cornerstone, in whom the whole structure is 
joined together and grows into a holy temple 
in the Lord; in whom you also are built into it 
for a dwelling place of God in the spirit.”!

! ! ! ! !Ephesians 2:19-22!
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The “Bishop of the Home” 
“Take my place in your families.  Everyone 
who is head of a house must exercise the 
Episcopal office and see to the faith of his 
people … Take care with all watchfulness for 
the salvation of the members of the 
household entrusted to you.”!

! ! ! ! ! !St. Augustine!
! ! ! ! ! !Sermon 19 !

If we are to build a home for the Lord, then we 
should take as our model the man who properly 

speaking built a home for the Lord!!

The “School” of the Home at Nazareth 
“Nazareth is a kind of school where we may begin to 
discover what Christ’s life was like and even to 
understand his Gospel … Here everything speaks to 
us, everything has meaning … How I would like to 
return to my childhood and attend the simple yet 
profound school that is Nazareth!”!

! !Blessed Pope Paul VI,!
! !Address at the Basilica of the Annunciation!
! !January 5, 1964!

The Characteristics of the Home at Nazareth 
1. The Presence of God:!

•  “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us … we 
have behold his glory” (John 1:14)!

2. Holiness – evil remains on outside the home:!
•  Jesus is the Word Incarnate (Cf. John 1:14).!
•  Mary is the Immaculate Conception (Cf. Luke 1:28).!
•  Joseph is the just man in Scripture (Cf. Matthew 1:19).!

3. Superabundant Joy:!
•  “God will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and 

death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning 
nor crying nor pain any more, for the former things 
have passed away” (Revelation 21:4).!
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The Challenge for the Christian Father 
1. The Presence of God:!

•  Men relive and reveal on earth the very fatherhood of 
God (Cf. St. John Paul II, Familiaris Consortio, #25).!

2. Holiness – evil remains on outside the home:!
•  “God chose us in Christ before the foundation of the 

world, that we should be holy and blameless before 
him” (Ephesians 1:4).!

3. Superabundant Joy:!
•  “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.  

Let all me know your forbearance … Have no anxiety 
about anything … And the peace of God, which passes 
all understanding, will keep your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:4-7).!

Is it possible to live such an incredibly high 
calling?  Yes, it is!!

The story of Don Bosco.!

The Story of St. John Bosco 
• 1815: Born August 16th in Turin, Italy.!
• 1824: Dream at age 9 reveals life’s vocation.!
• 1841: Ordained to priesthood.  Begins Oratory 

modeled on father in family on December 8th.!
• 1846: Almost dies.!
• 1847: Takes in first boarder.!
• 1859: Founds Salesians (2nd largest order).!
• 1888: Dies on January 31st.!
• 1934: Canonized – “The supernatural and 

miraculous became ordinary.”!
Source: Lappin, P., “Give Me Souls: Life of  
Don Bosco,” Salesiana Publishers, New 
York, 1986. 

The Dream of St. John Bosco 
Don Bosco dreamed that he was “in a field surrounded by a crowd of boys.  Some … 
were fighting and using bad language.  On hearing the language he lost his temper, 
dashed in among them and laid about him with his fists … and a battle royal began … 
In the middle of this ruckus appeared a noble-looking Man … ‘Come here,’ he said … 
‘You will never help these boys by beating them.  Be kind to them, lead them, teach 
them that sin is evil and that purity is a precious gift.’ …  ‘Who are you to tell me to do 
all these difficult things?’ Don Bosco demanded.  ‘I am the Son of the woman your 
mother taught you to salute three times a day … By listening to the woman I shall 
send to you, you will do everything with ease.’  The Man disappeared and the boys at 
once changed into dogs, wolves and other wild animals.  Trembling with fear, he 
turned to find a beautiful and gracious Lady at his side.  ‘Don’t be afraid,’ she said … 
‘What I shall do for these animals, you must do for all my children’ … When she had 
finished speaking, he saw that the wild animals had indeed been changed to lambs 
… Confused by what he saw, he started to cry, ‘I don’t understand!’  ‘Do not worry, my 
child,’ the Lady comforted him.  ‘You will understand everything in good time.’”!

Source: Lappin, P., “Give Me Souls: Life of  Don Bosco,” 
Salesiana Publishers, New York, 1986, “The Lady and the 
Dream, prior to Chapter 1. 
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Superabundant Mercy in the Home 
“The preventative system consists in 
making the laws known and then 
watching carefully so that the pupils may 
at all times be under the vigilant eye of 
the Rector, who like loving fathers can … 
place the pupils in the impossibility of 
committing faults.”!

! ! ! ! !Don Bosco!
Source: Lemoyne, G., “The Biographical 
Memoirs of  St. John Bosco,” v. 4, Salesiana 
Publishers, Inc., New York, 1967, p. 381. 

Superabundant Mercy in Action 
“This system is based entirely on reason and 
religion, and above on kindness; therefore it 
excludes all violent punishment, and tries to do 
without even the slightest chastisement … Let the 
educator strive to make himself loved by his pupils 
if he wishes to make himself feared by them.  
When he succeeds in this, the omission of some 
token of kindness is a punishment which fosters 
emulation, gives courage and never degrades.”!

! ! ! ! ! !Don Bosco!
Source: Lemoyne, G., “The Biographical 
Memoirs of  St. John Bosco,” v. 4, Salesiana 
Publishers, Inc., New York, 1967, pp. 
381-385. 

Reason: Intellectual Formation.!
Religion: Moral Formation.!
Kindness: Pastoral Formation.!

We must learn from Don Bosco his unique 
insights into the spirit of Nazareth.  We must put 

them into practice in our homes.!

The Lenten Journey of the Revelation of the 
Father.!

The Revelation of the Father Lenten Journey 
•  Helps each man to build a house for the 

Lord within his own heart.!
•  Helps each man to transform his own 

heart into the fertile soil that God can use 
to bear much fruit.!

•  Helps each man adapt the Seven Steps 
of the That Man is You! program to 
formation.!

•  Helps each man embrace the four 
formation modes as a means of 
transforming the human person.!
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February/March 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

March/April 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31 1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

The Forty Days of Lent 
•  Days from Ash Wednesday to Holy 

Saturday.!
•  Does NOT include Sundays – the day of 

the Lord’s Resurrection.!
•  Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days 

of fast (1 meal plus two snacks) and 
abstinence (no meat).!

•  Fridays are days of abstinence (no meat).!
•  All days (except Sunday) are days of 

penance.!

The Daily Lenten Program 
1. Begin the day with a consecration of the 

day and ourselves to God.!
2. Practice Lectio Divina using the 

Scr ip tura l passages and s tar ter 
meditations provided.!

3. Recitation of the Most Holy Rosary of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.!

4. Brief examination of conscience at the 
end of the day.!

The Weeks of Lent 
•  Forty days of Lent are spread 

across 6 ½ weeks.!
•  Week of Ash Wednesday (½ 

week).!
•  First week of Lent; Second week of 

Lent; Third week of Lent; Fourth 
week of Lent; Fifth week of Lent.!

•  Holy Week!
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The Weekly Lenten Program 
1.  Seven Steps: We will consider one of 

the Seven Steps of the That Man is 
You! program and adapt it to parenting.!

2.  Don Bosco: We will consider one of the 
seven principles of the Preventive 
Method of Don Bosco.!

3.  Formation: We will consider one of the 
four formation modes.!

4.  Sacrifice: We will make a sacrifice each 
week that reinforces the spiritual 
principles and helps to implement the 
formation principle.!

O Mary Immaculate, O glorious Joseph!  And you, 
St. John, beloved disciple of the Divine Heart, teach 
me the great science of love.!

! ! ! !St. Bernadette Soubirous!
! ! ! !Saint Joseph: The Shadow of the Father!

We have an incredible journey before us.  Let us 
take Our Lady, St. Joseph and Don Bosco for our 

guides.!
Next Week!

Mercy and the Presence of the 
Father!

Small Group Discussion 
Starter Questions!

1.  How can you make joy a greater part of your 
spiritual life?!

2.  When are you going to set aside time for your 
Lenten exercises?!


